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The Developer Tools |
Built for Myself (and Why)

A tour of the free calculators and dev utilities on this site — why | built
each one, the itch it scratched, and what | learned shipping a dozen
small tools instead of one big product.

A few years ago | noticed a pattern in my own browser history: | kept landing on
random third-party websites to decode a JWT, format some JSON, or figure out
whether a mortgage payment made sense. Each one was cluttered with ads, each one
asked me to paste in something I'd rather not paste into a stranger's server, and each
one loaded three seconds slower than it needed to. So instead of bookmarking yet
another one, | started building my own. Not one big product — a dozen small ones,
each doing exactly one thing.

You can find all of them under /tools on this site. This post is a tour of why they exist,
grouped roughly the way | built them: developer utilities first, then the financial
calculators that came later for entirely personal reasons.

© Why Build Instead of Bookmark?

The honest answer is trust. When you paste a production JWT into some random "jwt
decoder online" site, you have no idea what happens to that token after it leaves your
clipboard. Same for API keys run through a "base64 decode" tool, or passwords typed
into a "hash generator" to sanity-check a migration script. Most of these sites are
probably harmless. | didn't want to bet on "probably" with anything that touched real
credentials.

© What "built for myself" actually means here

® Every tool runs entirely client-side — nothing you type gets sent to a
server, mine or anyone else's


https://kadhar.dev/tools

® No ads, no trackers, no "create an account to continue"

® Fast, because a single-purpose page with no ad network to load is just...
fast

There's a second, more selfish reason too: building a genuinely useful single-purpose
tool is a great way to spend a Saturday morning. No architecture debates, no backlog
grooming, no stakeholders — just a clear problem, a clean Ul, and a working solution
by lunchtime. It's the kind of small, complete project that's increasingly rare once
you've spent two decades on large systems.

</> The Developer Utility Belt

These are the tools | reach for myself, multiple times a week, while building everything
else on this site and at work:

¢ JSON Viewer — pretty-print and collapse deeply nested API responses without
pasting them into a chat window first

* JWT Parser — decode a token's header and payload locally, which matters a lot
more when the token is real

®* Regex Tester — because | still can't write a regex correctly on the first try after
19 years

® Hash Generator — quick MD5/SHA checks when verifying file integrity or
debugging a caching layer

® Base64 Encoder and URL Encoder — the two | somehow need weekly and never
remember the CLI flags for

® UUID Generator — for seeding test data without opening a terminal

® QR Code Generator — mostly used for sharing links to demos on a projector
without anyone squinting at a URL

® Markdown Preview — for sanity-checking README formatting before it hits a PR
None of these are groundbreaking. That's the point. Each one solves an annoyance I'd

hit at least once a week, and each one took a few hours, not a few weeks, because the
scope was so narrow there was nothing to over-engineer.


https://kadhar.dev/tools/json-viewer
https://kadhar.dev/tools/jwt-parser
https://kadhar.dev/tools/regex-tester
https://kadhar.dev/tools/hash-generator
https://kadhar.dev/tools/base64-encoder
https://kadhar.dev/tools/url-encoder
https://kadhar.dev/tools/uuid-generator
https://kadhar.dev/tools/qr-code-generator
https://kadhar.dev/tools/markdown-preview

The Financial Calculators

The second batch of tools didn't come from work at all — they came from actual life
decisions where | wanted to see the real math instead of trusting a bank's marketing

page or a vague rule of thumb.

© These started as one-off spreadsheets

Every calculator below began life as a scratch spreadsheet | built to answer a question for
myself. Once I'd built the model once, turning it into a small interactive page was maybe
an extra hour of work — and then it was reusable for the next decision, and for anyone
else who happened to have the same question.

® Mortgage Calculator — built while comparing 15-year vs. 30-year terms and
wanting to see the total interest paid, not just the monthly payment

® Car Loan Calculator — because dealership financing offers are optimized to look
good on the monthly payment line, not the APR line

® Compound Interest Calculator — for the "what if | just left it alone" question

that's surprisingly hard to eyeball

® Rent vs. Buy Calculator — the most involved one I've built, modeling opportunity
cost and appreciation instead of the usual "rent is throwing money away" hand-
waving. | wrote up the reasoning behind it separately in Rent vs. Buy: The Math
Nobody Shows You.

What all four have in common: they exist because | didn't fully trust a simplified answer
for a decision involving real money, and building the actual model — even a simplified
one — forced me to understand the trade-off properly before committing to it.

2> What Shipping a Dozen Small Tools Taught Me

Narrow scope is a forcing function

When a tool does exactly one thing, there's no room for scope creep. A JWT parser
doesn't need user accounts, a settings page, or a dashboard. That constraint alone is
what made it possible to ship a dozen of these instead of getting stuck perfecting one.


https://kadhar.dev/tools/mortgage-calculator
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Most of them need zero backend

Encoding, hashing, parsing, and financial math are all things a browser can do entirely
on its own. No database, no API route, no server cost, and — going back to the trust
point — nothing to leak. The entire site these tools live on is a static Next.js app for
exactly this reason.

Each tool is its own tiny front door

Somewhat unexpectedly, these pages are also how a fair number of people find this
site at all. Someone searches "decode jwt online," lands on the JWT parser, and
maybe sticks around to read a blog post or look at the portfolio behind it. A dozen
narrow, genuinely useful tools turned out to be a better front door than one polished
homepage.

&/ Try Them, and Tell Me What's Missing

All of these are free, run entirely in your browser, and live at /tools. The list keeps
growing whenever something annoys me enough — the next one usually starts the
same way the last twelve did: with a random third-party site | don't quite trust, and a
Saturday morning free to fix that.


https://kadhar.dev/tools
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Building Real-Time Full-Stack
Applications: A Complete Guide

Ever wondered how apps like Notion, Linear, or Discord keep everything
in sync? Learn the complete guide to building real-time applications
with WebSockets, SSE, and Supabase Realtime.

4, TL:DR

- Real-time apps sync data instantly across multiple users without page refreshes

- Three main approaches: WebSockets (bidirectional), SSE (server push), Polling
(repeated requests)

- Use WebSockets for chat/collaboration, SSE for live feeds, Polling for simple
updates

- Supabase Realtime offers the easiest path with built-in auth, scaling, and
reconnection logic

- Always handle connection failures, implement exponential backoff, and secure with
proper auth

Ever opened a Google Doc and watched your teammate's cursor move in real-
time? Or joined a Slack channel and saw messages appear instantly without
hitting refresh?

That's real-time magic. And here's the thing — most developers don't know

it's actually not that complicated to build.

In this guide, I'll show you exactly how companies like Notion, Linear, and
Discord keep thousands of users in sync, and how you can implement the
same patterns in your own applications.



1. What Are Real-Time Applications and Why
They Matter

A real-time application is one where data updates appear to users instantly without

requiring a manual refresh.

Think of it like the difference between sending letters (traditional HTTP) and having a
phone call (real-time). With letters, you send a request and wait for a response. With a
phone call, information flows continuously in both directions.

Why Real-Time Matters in 2025

User Expectations: Users expect instant feedback. A 2-second delay feels like an
eternity.

Collaboration: Remote work demands real-time collaboration tools like Figma,
Miro, and Notion.

Competitive Advantage: Real-time features differentiate your app from
competitors still using "refresh to see updates.”

Better UX: Live notifications, presence indicators, and instant updates create

engaging experiences.

(+) Real-World Examples
- Chat apps: Slack, Discord, WhatsApp Web

- Collaborative editing: Google Docs, Figma, Notion
- Live dashboards: Analytics, trading platforms, monitoring tools
- Gaming: Multiplayer games, leaderboards

- Social feeds: Twitter/X live updates, Instagram stories

2. The 3 Approaches to Real-Time
Communication

There are three main ways to implement real-time features. Each has distinct trade-
offs, and choosing the right one depends on your use case.



@ HTTP Polling (Long Polling)

The client repeatedly asks the server "got anything new?" at regular intervals. The
server holds the connection open until new data arrives or a timeout occurs.

® Pros

- Simple to implement
- Works with any HTTP infrastructure
- No special server requirements

- Compatible with legacy systems

® Cons

- High overhead from repeated connections
- Increased latency
- Resource-intensive at scale

- Inefficient bandwidth usage



// Client-side Long Polling
async function poll() {
try {
const response = await fetch('/api/poll');
const data = await response.json();

// Update UI with new data
handleUpdate(data);

// Immediately reconnect
poll();

} catch (error) {
console.error('Polling error:', error);
// Retry after 5 seconds on error
setTimeout(poll, 5000);

// Start polling
poll();

Best for: Simple notifications, infrequent updates, legacy systems, or when other methods
aren't available.

@ Server-Sent Events (SSE)

The server pushes updates to the client over a single, persistent HTTP connection.
Built into browsers via the EventSource API.

- Automatic reconnection built-in
- Simple APl and implementation

- Efficient for server-to-client updates



- Works over standard HTTP

- One-way communication only
- Limited to UTF-8 text data
- Browser connection limits (6 per domain)

- No native binary data support

// Client-side SSE
const eventSource = new EventSource('/api/events');

eventSource.onmessage = (event) => {
const data = JSON.parse(event.data);
handleUpdate(data);

};

eventSource.onerror = (error) => {
console.log('Connection lost, auto-reconnecting...');
// EventSource automatically reconnects

b

// Named events
eventSource.addEventListener('user-joined', (event) => {
const user = JSON.parse(event.data);
showNotification(  ${user.name} joined the channel’);

3

// Close connection when done
// eventSource.close();



// Server-side SSE (Next.js Route Handler)
export async function GET(request: Request) {
const encoder = new TextEncoder();

const stream = new ReadableStream({
start(controller) {
// Send updates to client
const sendUpdate = (data: any) => {
const message = “data: ${JSON.stringify(data)}\n\n";
controller.enqueue(encoder.encode(message));

+;

// Send initial connection message
sendUpdate({ type: 'connected', timestamp: Date.now() });

// Send periodic updates
const interval = setInterval(() => {
sendUpdate ({
type: 'update',
value: Math.random()
});
}, 1000);

// Cleanup on close
request.signal.addEventListener('abort', () => {
clearInterval(interval);
controller.close();
IlF
Iy
ik

return new Response(stream, {

headers: {
'Content-Type': 'text/event-stream',
'Cache-Control': 'no-cache',
'Connection': 'keep-alive',

Iy

});



Best for: Live feeds, progress updates, server notifications, real-time dashboards, live
news/sports scores.

@ WebSockets

A persistent, bidirectional connection between client and server. After an initial HTTP
handshake, the connection upgrades to the WebSocket protocol.

® Pros

- True bidirectional communication
- Low latency and overhead
- Supports binary data

- Perfect for interactive apps

® Cons

- More complex implementation
- Requires manual reconnection logic
- Some proxies/firewalls may block

- Stateful connections complicate scaling



// Client-side WebSocket with reconnection
let ws: WebSocket;

let reconnectAttempts = 0;

const MAX_RECONNECT_ATTEMPTS = 5;

function connect() {
ws = new WebSocket('wss://example.com/socket');

ws.onopen = () => {
console. log('Connected to WebSocket');
reconnectAttempts = 0;

// Subscribe to channels
ws.send(JSON.stringify({
type: 'subscribe',
channel: 'chat-room-1'
s
i

ws.onmessage = (event) => {
const data = JSON.parse(event.data);
handleUpdate(data);

i

ws.onerror = (error) => {
console.error('WebSocket error:', error);

Y

ws.onclose = () => {
console.log('Connection closed');

// Exponential backoff reconnection
if (reconnectAttempts < MAX_RECONNECT_ATTEMPTS) A{
const delay = Math.min(1000 * Math.pow(2, reconnectAttempts), 3000
setTimeout(() => {
reconnectAttempts++;
connect();
}, delay);



// Send message
function sendMessage(message: string) {
if (ws.readyState === WebSocket.OPEN) {
ws.send(JSON.stringify({
type: 'message',
content: message

}));

connect();

Best for: Chat applications, collaborative editing, multiplayer games, trading platforms, loT
control panels.

3. When to Use Each Approach: Decision
Tree



— Do you need bidirectional communication?
| (Both client and server need to send data)

- YES - Use WebSockets
- Chat applications
- Collaborative editing
- Multiplayer games
L Real-time collaboration

|

|

|

|

|

L. NO - Is data pushed only from server to client?
|

- YES - Use Server-Sent Events (SSE)
I Live feeds
- Notifications
- Progress updates
L Dashboard metrics

|
|
|
|
|
L NO - Are updates infrequent (<1 per minute)?

|

- YES - Use HTTP Polling

| | Simple status checks

| | Email notifications

| L Legacy system integration

|

L- NO - Consider WebSockets or SSE
based on complexity requirements

. ProTip

Start with Server-Sent Events if you're unsure. It's simpler than WebSockets but
more efficient than polling. You can always upgrade to WebSockets later if you need
bidirectional communication.



4. WebSocket Implementation with Socket.io

While the native WebSocket API works, Socket.io provides automatic reconnection,
fallback to polling, and room/namespace management out of the box.

Installation

npm install socket.io socket.io-client



Server Implementation

// server.ts (Node.js + Express)
import express from 'express';
import { createServer } from 'http';
import { Server } from 'socket.io';

const app = express();
const httpServer = createServer(app);
const io = new Server(httpServer, {
cors: {
origin: process.env.CLIENT_URL,
credentials: true,
H
7

// Middleware for authentication
io.use((socket, next) => {
const token = socket.handshake.auth.token;

try {
const user = verifyJWT(token);
socket.data.user = user;
next();
} catch (error) {
next(new Error('Authentication failed'));

});

// Connection handler
io.on('connection', (socket) => {
console.log( User connected: ${socket.data.user.id} );

// Join a room
socket.on('join-room', (roomId) => {
socket.join(roomId);

// Notify others in the room
socket.to(roomId).emit('user-joined', {
userId: socket.data.user.id,



userName: socket.data.user.name,
el
p

// Handle messages
socket.on('send-message', (data) => {
const { roomId, message } = data;

// Broadcast to room (excluding sender)

socket.to(roomId).emit('new-message', {
userId: socket.data.user.id,
userName: socket.data.user.name,
message,
timestamp: Date.now(),

});

5);

// Handle typing indicators
socket.on('typing-start', (roomId) => {
socket.to(roomId).emit('user-typing', {
userId: socket.data.user.id,
});
5);

socket.on('typing-stop', (roomId) => {
socket.to(roomId).emit('user-stopped-typing', {
userId: socket.data.user.id,
Ik
FU

// Handle disconnection
socket.on('disconnect', () => {

console.log( User disconnected: ${socket.data.user.id} );
5);
});
httpServer.listen(3001, () => {

console.log('Socket.io server running on port 3001');

3



Client Implementation (React)

// hooks/useSocket.ts
import { useEffect, useState, useRef } from 'react';
import { io, Socket } from 'socket.io-client';

export function useSocket(roomId: string) {
const [connected, setConnected] = useState(false);
const [messages, setMessages] = useState<Messagel[]l>([]);
const socketRef = useRef<Socket | null>(null);

useEffect(() => {
// Get auth token from your auth system
const token = localStorage.getItem('auth-token');

// Connect to Socket.io server
socketRef.current = io('http://localhost:3001', {
auth: { token 1},
reconnection: true,
reconnectionAttempts: 5,
reconnectionDelay: 1000,

});
const socket = socketRef.current;

socket.on('connect', () => {
setConnected(true);
socket.emit('join-room', roomlId);

});

socket.on('disconnect', () => {
setConnected(false);

});

socket.on('new-message', (message: Message) => {
setMessages((prev) => [...prev, messagel);

});

socket.on('user-joined', (data) => {
console.log( ${data.userName} joined the room’);



});

return () => {
socket.disconnect();
i
}, [roomId]);

const sendMessage = (message: string) => {
if (socketRef.current?.connected) {
socketRef.current.emit('send-message', {
roomId,
message,
5);
b
I+

const startTyping = () => {
socketRef.current?.emit('typing-start', roomlId);

Y

const stopTyping = () => {
socketRef.current?.emit('typing-stop', roomId);

Y

return {
connected,
messages,
sendMessage,
startTyping,
stopTyping,

6. Supabase Realtime: The Modern Approach

Supabase Realtime is my go-to for production real-time apps. It handles the hard parts
— authentication, scaling, and reconnection — so you can focus on building features.



Why Supabase Realtime Wins

() Built-in auth and RLS (Row Level Security)
(©) Automatic scaling and connection management

() Database changes, Broadcast, and Presence

(*) Automatic reconnection with exponential backoff
() Zero infrastructure setup

() Free tier includes 200 concurrent connections

Implementation Example

// lib/supabase.ts
import { createClient } from '@supabase/supabase-js';

export const supabase = createClient(
process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_URL!,
process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_ANON_KEY'!
);



// hooks/useRealtimeMessages.ts

import { useEffect, useState } from 'react';

import { supabase } from '@/1lib/supabase’;

import type { RealtimeChannel } from '@supabase/supabase-js';

export function useRealtimeMessages(roomId: string) {
const [messages, setMessages] = useState<Messagel[]l>([]);
const [channel, setChannel] = useState<RealtimeChannel | null>(null);

useEffect(() => {
// Create channel

const roomChannel = supabase.channel( room:${roomId}");

// Subscribe to database changes
roomChannel
.on(

'postgres_changes',

{

event: 'INSERT',

schema: 'public',

table: 'messages',

filter: "room_id=eq.${roomId}",
}

(payload) => {

setMessages((prev) => [...prev, payload.new as Messagel);

)
// Subscribe to broadcast messages
.on('broadcast', { event: 'new-message' }, (payload) => {
console. log('Broadcast message:', payload);
})
// Track presence (who's online)
.on('presence', { event: 'sync' }, () => {
const state = roomChannel.presenceState();
console.log('Online users:', state);
})
.subscribe((status) => {
if (status === 'SUBSCRIBED') {
// Track your presence



roomChannel. track({
user_id: 'user-123',
online_at: new Date().toIS0String(),
});
}
5);

setChannel(roomChannel);

return () => {
roomChannel.unsubscribe();
i
}, [roomId]);

const sendMessage = async (content: string) => {
// Insert into database (triggers real-time update)
const { error } = await supabase
.from('messages’')
.insert({
room_id: roomId,
content,
user_id: 'user-123',

3

if (error) console.error('Error sending message:', error);

Y

const broadcast = (event: string, payload: any) => {
channel?.send({
type: 'broadcast',
event,
payload,
});
Fi

return { messages, sendMessage, broadcast };



// components/ChatRoom.tsx
'use client';

import { useState } from 'react’';

import { useRealtimeMessages } from '@/hooks/useRealtimeMessages';

export function ChatRoom({ roomId }: { roomId: string }) {
const [input, setInput] = useState('');
const { messages, sendMessage, broadcast } = useRealtimeMessages(roomIi

const handleSend = async () => {
if (!input.trim()) return;

await sendMessage(input);
setInput('"');
13

const handleTyping = () => {
broadcast('typing', { user_id: 'user-123' });
i

return (
<div className="flex flex-col h-screen'>
<div className="flex-1 overflow-y—-auto p-4 space-y-2">
{messages.map((msg) => (
<div key={msg.id} className="p-3 bg-muted rounded-1g">
<p className="font-semibold">{msg.user_id}</p>
<p>{msg.content}</p>
</div>
))}

</div>

<div className="p-4 border-t'">
<div className="flex gap-2">
<input
value={input}
onChange={(e) => {
setInput(e.target.value);
handleTyping();



+}
onKeyDown={(e) => e.key === 'Enter' && handleSend()}
placeholder="Type a message..."
className="flex-1 px-4 py-2 rounded-1g border"
/>
<button
onClick={handleSend}
className="px-6 py-2 bg-primary text-white rounded-1g"

Send
</button>
</div>
</div>
</div>

);

Pro Tip: Secure Your Channels

Always use Row Level Security (RLS) policies to protect your real-time data. Set up
policies in Supabase to ensure users can only access messages they're authorized
to see.

7. Frontend Patterns: React Hooks and State
Management

Managing real-time state in React requires careful handling of subscriptions, updates,
and cleanup.



Custom Hook Pattern

// hooks/useRealTimeData.ts
import { useEffect, useState, useRef } from 'react';

export function useRealTimeData<T>(
subscribe: (callback: (data: T) => void) => () => void
) {
const [data, setDatal = useState<T | null>(null);
const [error, setError] = useState<Error | null>(null);
const [isConnected, setIsConnected] = useState(false);

useEffect(() => {
setIsConnected(true);

const unsubscribe = subscribe((newData) => {
setData(newData);
setError(null);

});

return () => {
setIsConnected(false);
unsubscribe();

};

}, [subscribel);

return { data, error, isConnected };

// Usage
function ChatMessages({ roomId }: { roomId: string }) {
const { data: messages, isConnected } = useRealTimeData((callback) =>
const channel = subscribeToRoom(roomId, callback);
return () => channel.unsubscribe();

});

return (
<div>
{!isConnected && <div>Connecting...</div>}
{messages?.map((msg) => <Message key={msg.id} {...msg} />)}



</div>



Optimistic Updates Pattern

// Optimistic updates for better UX
function useChatMessages(roomId: string) {
const [messages, setMessages] = useState<Messagel[]l>([]);

const sendMessage = async (content: string) => {
// Create optimistic message
const optimisticMessage: Message = {
id: " temp-${Date.now()}",
content,
user_id: currentUserlId,
created_at: new Date().toISOString(),
status: 'sending', // Track sending state

};

// Add optimistically
setMessages((prev) => [...prev, optimisticMessage]);

try {
// Send to server
const { data } = await supabase
.from('messages')
.insert({ room_id: roomId, content })
.select()
.single();

// Replace optimistic message with real one
setMessages((prev) =>
prev.map((msg) =>

msg.id === optimisticMessage.id
? { ...data, status: 'sent' }
1 msg

)
)
} catch (error) {
// Mark as failed
setMessages((prev) =>
prev.map((msg) =>
msg.id === optimisticMessage.id



? { ...msg, status: 'failed' }
: msg

return { messages, sendMessage };

9. Connection Failures and Reconnection
Strategies

() ** Common Mistake

Most developers forget to handle reconnection properly. Users lose their place in
the conversation, miss messages, or see duplicate data when the connection drops.



Exponential Backoff Implementation

// Robust reconnection with exponential backoff
class ReconnectingWebSocket {
private ws: WebSocket | null = null;
private reconnectAttempts = 0;
private maxReconnectAttempts = 10;
private reconnectInterval = 1000; // Start at 1 second
private maxReconnectInterval = 30000; // Max 30 seconds

constructor(private url: string) {
this.connect();
private connect() {

this.ws = new WebSocket(this.url);

this.ws.onopen = () => {
console. log('Connected');

0;
1000;

this.reconnectAttempts

this.reconnectInterval

};

this.ws.onclose = () => {
this.handleReconnect();

};

this.ws.onerror = (error) => {
console.error('WebSocket error:', error);

};

private handleReconnect() {
if (this.reconnectAttempts >= this.maxReconnectAttempts) {
console.error('Max reconnection attempts reached');

return;

this.reconnectAttempts++;



// Exponential backoff with jitter

const jitter = Math.random() * 1000;

const delay = Math.min(
this.reconnectInterval *x Math.pow(2, this.reconnectAttempts) + jit
this.maxReconnectInterval

)i

console. log( Reconnecting in ${delay}ms (attempt ${this.reconnectAtt:
setTimeout (() => {

this.connect();
}, delay);

send(data: any) {

if (this.ws?.readyState === WebSocket.OPEN) {
this.ws.send(JSON.stringify(data));
} else {

console.warn('WebSocket not connected, queuing message');
// Implement message queue here

close() {
this.maxReconnectAttempts = 0; // Prevent reconnection
this.ws?.close();



Message Queue for Offline Support

// Queue messages when offline, send when reconnected
class 0fflineQueueWebSocket extends ReconnectingWebSocket {

private messageQueue: anyl[] = [];

send(data: any) {
if (this.ws?.readyState === WebSocket.OPEN) {
// Send queued messages first
while (this.messageQueue.length > @) {
const queuedMessage = this.messageQueue.shift();
this.ws.send(JSON.stringify(queuedMessage));

// Send current message
this.ws.send(JSON.stringify(data));
} else {
// Queue for later
this.messageQueue.push(data);
console.log( Message queued (${this.messageQueue.length} total) );

U 10. Security Considerations

Real-time connections introduce unique security challenges. Here's how to protect
your application.

Essential Security Measures

() Always authenticate connections - Verify JWT tokens before allowing WebSocket
connections

() Use Row Level Security (RLS) - In Supabase, set up policies to ensure users only
see authorized data

(v Rate limit connections - Prevent abuse by limiting connections per user/IP



() Validate all messages - Never trust client input, validate on the server

() Use WSS (WebSocket Secure) - Always encrypt connections in production



// Secure WebSocket authentication
io.use(async (socket, next) => {
try {
const token = socket.handshake.auth.token;

if ('token) {
return next(new Error('Authentication token required'));

// Verify JWT
const payload = await verifyToken(token);

// Attach user to socket
socket.data.userId = payload.sub;
socket.data.userRole = payload.role;

next();
} catch (error) {
next(new Error('Invalid authentication token'));

});

// Authorize room access
socket.on('join-room', async (roomId) => {
const hasAccess = await checkRoomAccess(
socket.data.userlId,
roomId
W

if ('hasAccess) {
socket.emit('error', { message: 'Access denied' });
return;

socket.join(roomId);

});



~ 11. Performance Optimization

A+ Reduce Bandwidth

- Send only changed data (deltas, not full objects)
- Compress messages with gzip or Brotli
- Use binary protocols for large data

- Debounce rapid updates (typing indicators)

@ Reduce Latency

- Use CDN/edge locations near users
- Keep payloads small (<1KB ideal)
- Batch related updates together

- Use connection pooling



// Debounce typing indicators to reduce messages
import { useEffect, useRef } from 'react';

function useTypingIndicator(onTyping: () => void, delay = 1000) {
const timeoutRef = useRef<NodelS.Timeout>();
const isTypingRef = useRef(false);

const handleTyping = () => {
// Send "started typing" only once
if (!'isTypingRef.current) {
onTyping();
isTypingRef.current = true;

// Reset timeout
clearTimeout(timeoutRef.current);

// Send "stopped typing" after delay
timeoutRef.current = setTimeout(() => {
isTypingRef.current = false;
onTyping(); // or onStoppedTyping()
}, delay);
i

useEffect(() => {
return () => clearTimeout(timeoutRef.current);

Y, [1);

return handleTyping;

13. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

X

Forgetting to unsubscribe causes memory leaks and duplicate messages.



// X BAD: No cleanup
useEffect(() => {
socket.on('message', handleMessage);

Y, 1)

// & GOOD: Clean up subscriptions
useEffect(() => {
socket.on('message', handleMessage);

return () => {
socket.off('message', handleMessage);
I
Fo I3

X

Connections will drop. Plan for it with automatic reconnection and state recovery.

// GOOD: Handle reconnection
socket.on('disconnect', () => {
// Show "Reconnecting..." UI
setConnectionStatus('reconnecting');

// Fetch missed messages after reconnect

socket.once('connect', async () => {
const missedMessages = await fetchMessagesSince(lastMessageTim
setMessages((prev) => [...prev, ...missedMessages]);
setConnectionStatus('connected');

Il

s



X sending Too Many Updates

Cursor positions, scroll positions, and typing indicators should be throttled or
debounced.

Wrap Up

Real-time features are no longer a luxury — they're an expectation. Whether you're
building the next collaborative doc editor or a simple notification system,
understanding these patterns will save you weeks of trial and error.

Quick Recap

- WebSockets for bidirectional chat, collaboration, and games
- SSE for simple live feeds, notifications, and dashboards

- Polling for infrequent updates and legacy systems

- Supabase Realtime for production apps with minimal setup

- Always implement reconnection logic with exponential backoff
- Secure connections with JWT authentication and RLS

- Optimize bandwidth by sending deltas and debouncing updates

v Discussion Time

Which real-time approach have you used in production? What challenges did
you face? Drop a comment and let's learn from each other's experiences!

Bonus question: Have you tried Supabase Realtime? How does it compare to
your current setup?

#FullStack #WebSockets #RealTime #WebDevelopment #NextJS #React



#Supabase #JavaScript #TypeScript #SoftwareEngineering
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daisyUl: Write 88% Less Code
and Build Beautiful Uls Faster

Discover how daisyUl transforms Tailwind CSS development with
semantic component classes. Learn installation, usage, theming, and
real-world examples to accelerate your Ul development by 10x.

The Tailwind CSS Verbosity Problem

If you've worked with Tailwind CSS, you know the pain: beautiful utility-first styling that
sometimes requires writing dozens of class names for a single button. While Tailwind's
approach is powerful, it can lead to verbose HTML and repetitive patterns across your
codebase.

// A simple button with Tailwind CSS



<button className="inline-flex items-center justify-center rounded-md
text-sm font-medium ring-offset-background transition-colors
focus-visible:outline-none focus-visible:ring-2
focus-visible:ring-ring focus-visible:ring-offset-2
disabled:pointer-events—none disabled:opacity-50
bg-primary text-primary-foreground hover:bg-primary/90
h-10 px-4 py-2'">
Click me

</button>

Enter daisyUl — a Tailwind CSS plugin that provides semantic component class
names, reducing your code by up to 88% while maintaining full Tailwind compatibility.

What is daisyUI?

daisyUl is a component library plugin for Tailwind CSS that adds semantic class names
for common Ul components. Instead of writing utility classes repeatedly, you use
descriptive component names like btn, card, modal, and navbar.

88% Fewer Classes

Write dramatically less code with semantic component names instead of utility classes.

79% Smaller HTML

Reduce your HTML file size significantly with cleaner, more maintainable markup.

Pure CSS

Zero JavaScript dependencies. Works with any framework or vanilla HTML.

Installation

Getting started with daisyUl is straightforward. It works as a Tailwind CSS plugin and is
compatible with Tailwind CSS 4.



Step 1: Install daisyUl

npm i -D daisyui@latest

Step 2: Add to your CSS

In your app.css or main CSS file:

@import "tailwindcss";
@plugin "daisyui";

Step 3: Start Using Components

That's it! You can now use daisyUl component classes:

<button className="btn btn-primary">Click me</button>

Before & After: The daisyUl Difference

Let's see the dramatic difference daisyUl makes in real-world examples.

Example 1: Button Component

Tailwind CSS Only (114 classes)

<button className="inline-flex items-center justify-center rounded-md text-sm
font-medium ring-offset-background transition-colors focus-visible:outline-none
focus-visible:ring-2 focus-visible:ring-ring focus-visible:ring-offset-2
disabled:pointer-events—none disabled:opacity-50 bg-primary text-primary-
foreground hover:bg-primary/90 h-10 px-4 py-2">

Submit
</button>

With daisyUl (14 classes)

<button className="btn btn-primary">
Submit
</button>



Example 2: Card Component

Tailwind CSS Only

<div className="rounded-1g border bg-card text-card-foreground shadow-sm'">
<div className="flex flex-col space-y-1.5 p-6">
<h3 className="text-2x1 font-semibold leading-none tracking-tight">
Card Title
</h3>
<p className="text-sm text-muted-foreground">
Card description
</p>
</div>
<div className="p-6 pt-0'>
Card content goes here
</div>
</div>

With daisyUl

<div className="card bg-base-100 shadow-x1'">
<div className="card-body">
<h2 className="card-title">Card Title</h2>
<p>Card description</p>
<p>Card content goes here</p>
</div>
</div>

Component Showcase

daisyUl provides 50+ components out of the box. Here are some of the most

commonly used ones:

Actions

® btn - Buttons with multiple variants
® dropdown - Dropdown menus
® modal - Modal dialogs

® swap - Animated icon swaps

Data Display

® card - Content cards
® badge - Status badges

® table - Datatables



® avatar - User avatars

Navigation

® navbar - Navigation bars
® tabs - Tab navigation
® breadcrumbs - Breadcrumb trails

® menu - Menu lists

Form Controls

® input - Textinputs
® checkbox - Checkboxes
® toggle - Toggle switches

® select - Select dropdowns

Powerful Theming System

One of daisyUl's most powerful features is its built-in theming system. It comes with
30+ pre-built themes and supports unlimited custom themes.

Semantic Color System

daisyUl uses semantic color names that automatically adapt to your theme:

primary secondary

neutral

Using Themes

Apply themes using the data-theme attribute:



<html data-theme="1light">
<!— Your app with light theme -—>
</html>

<html data-theme="dark">
<!— Your app with dark theme —-—>
</html>

<html data-theme="cupcake">
<!— Your app with cupcake theme ——>
</html>

Interactive Theme Generator

daisyUl provides a powerful online theme generator that lets you create custom
themes visually without writing any CSS. Customize colors, border radius, effects, and

component sizes with real-time preview.

Name halloween Components Demo
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Preview more

Change Colors Shoes x Bags X
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Key Features

@ Color Customization

Customize all semantic colors: base, primary, secondary, accent, neutral, info, success,
warning, and error. Each color automatically generates appropriate foreground colors for
optimal contrast.

.. Border Radius Control

Adjust border radius for different component types: boxes (cards, modals), fields (buttons,
inputs), and selectors (checkboxes, toggles). Create sharp, rounded, or pill-shaped
designs.

Visual Effects

Add depth with 3D effects on fields and selectors, or apply noise patterns for texture.
These effects add visual interest while maintaining accessibility.

. Size Customization

Control component sizes (xs, sm, md, Ig, xl) for fields and selectors. Set base sizes and
adjust border widths to match your design system perfectly.

How to Use the Theme Generator

1  Visit the Theme Generator

Go to daisyui.com/theme-generator to access the interactive tool.

2  Customize Your Theme

Adjust colors, radius, effects, and sizes using the visual controls. See your changes in
real-time with the live component preview.

3  Export Your Theme

Once satisfied, export the generated CSS and add it to your project. The theme generator
provides ready-to-use CSS variables that work seamlessly with daisyUlL.

a4  Apply to Your App

Add the theme to your Tailwind config and use it with the data-theme attribute. Your
custom theme is now ready to use across your entire application.


https://daisyui.com/theme-generator

Example: Custom Theme CSS

[data—theme="mytheme"] {
——primary: #570df8;
——primary—-content: #e0@d2fe;
——secondary: #f000b8;
——secondary—-content: #ffd8f4;
——accent: #37cdbe;
——accent-content: #002b3d;
——neutral: #3d4451;
——neutral-content: #d7dde4;
——base-100: #ffffff;
——base-200: #f9fafb;
——base-300: #d1d5db;
——base-content: #1f2937;
——info: #3abff8;

——success: #36d399;
——warning: #fbbd23;
——error: #f87272;
——rounded-box: 1lrem;
——rounded-btn: 0.5rem;
——rounded-badge: 1.9rem;

Try It Yourself

The theme generator includes a live preview with dozens of components, so
you can see exactly how your theme looks before implementing it. It's the
fastest way to create a unique design system.

Open Theme Generator >

Real-World Use Cases

1. Rapid Prototyping

Build functional prototypes in minutes instead of hours. daisyUl's pre-built
components let you focus on functionality rather than styling.


https://daisyui.com/theme-generator

<div className="navbar bg-base-100">
<div className="flex-1">
<a className="btn btn-ghost text-x1">MyApp</a>
</div>
<div className="flex—none'">
<button className="btn btn-square btn-ghost'>
<Svg>...</svg>
</button>
</div>
</div>

2. Design Systems

Create consistent design systems across large teams. daisyUl's semantic
naming ensures everyone uses the same component patterns.

// Everyone uses the same button variants

<button className="btn btn-primary">Primary Action</button>
<button className="btn btn-secondary'">Secondary Action</button>
<button className="btn btn-ghost'>Ghost Action</button>

3. Multi-Theme Applications

Build apps with multiple themes (light, dark, custom) without writing theme-
specific CSS. daisyUl handles it all with CSS variables.

// Same component, different themes
<div data-theme="1light">

<button className="btn btn-primary">Light Theme</button>
</div>
<div data-theme="dark">

<button className="btn btn-primary">Dark Theme</button>
</div>



Customization & Flexibility

daisyUl doesn't lock you in. You can still use all Tailwind CSS utility classes to

customize components:

// Combine daisyUI components with Tailwind utilities

<button className="btn btn-primary rounded-full shadow-1g hover:scale
Custom Styled Button

</button>

<div className="card bg-base-100 shadow—x1 hover:shadow-2x1 transitic
<div className="card-body">
<h2 className="card-title text-2x1 font-bold bg-gradient-to-r frc
Gradient Title
</h2>
</div>
</div>

Best Practices

v

Use Semantic Component Names

Prefer btn btn—primary over recreating button styles with utilities.

Leverage the Theme System

Use semantic colors like bg—primary instead of hardcoded colors for better theme
support.

Combine with Tailwind Utilities

Don't be afraid to mix daisyUl components with Tailwind utilities for custom styling.

Start with Pre-built Themes

Explore the 30+ built-in themes before creating custom ones to save time.



Conclusion

daisyUl transforms Tailwind CSS development by providing semantic component
classes that dramatically reduce code verbosity while maintaining full flexibility. With
88% fewer class names, 79% smaller HTML, and a powerful theming system, it's the
perfect tool for rapid prototyping, design systems, and production applications.

Whether you're building a quick prototype or a large-scale application, daisyUIl
accelerates your development workflow without sacrificing customization or
performance. Best of all, it's pure CSS with zero JavaScript dependencies, making it
framework-agnostic and incredibly lightweight.

Ready to Get Started?

Install daisyUl today and experience the joy of writing less code while building
beautiful Uls faster.


https://daisyui.com/docs/install/
https://daisyui.com/components/
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Build Full-Stack Apps in Hours,
Not Weeks with Supabase

Discover how Supabase accelerates development with its
comprehensive backend-as-a-service platform. Learn to build
production-ready apps with Postgres database, authentication, real-
time subscriptions, storage, and edge functions.

The Open Source Firebase Alternative

Everything you need to build production-ready applications in record time

Why Supabase Changes Everything

Imagine building a full-stack application with authentication, real-time data
synchronization, file storage, and serverless functions—all in a single afternoon.
Sounds too good to be true? That's exactly what Supabase enables. As an open-
source Backend-as-a-Service (BaaS) platform, Supabase eliminates weeks of
backend infrastructure setup, letting you focus on what matters: building great user
experiences.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore how Supabase dramatically accelerates
development velocity, examine its powerful feature set, and walk through practical
examples that you can implement today. Whether you're a solo developer shipping an
MVP or part of a team building enterprise applications, Supabase provides the tools to
move from idea to production at unprecedented speed.



<¥ What You'll Learn

(“) What makes Supabase the fastest way to build modern applications
() Core features: Database, Auth, Real-time, Storage, and Edge Functions
() Step-by-step implementation with production-ready code examples
() Real-world use cases and architectural patterns

() Best practices for rapid development without compromising quality

What is Supabase?

Supabase is an open-source Backend-as-a-Service platform built on PostgreSQL,
often described as "the open-source Firebase alternative." But it's more than just an
alternative—it's a complete backend infrastructure that gives you enterprise-grade
features out of the box, with the flexibility and transparency of open source.

S’

PostgreSQL Foundation

Built on the world's most advanced open-source database. Get all the power of SQL,
ACID compliance, and decades of proven reliability.

4

Auto-Generated APIs

REST and GraphQL APIs generated automatically from your database schema. No
boilerplate, no manual endpoint creation.



-

Row Level Security

Database-level authorization using PostgreSQL policies. Security that scales with your

data model.

<[>
TypeScript First

Auto-generated TypeScript types from your database. Full type safety from database to
ul.

Core Features That Accelerate Development

Database Auth
Real-time Storage
PostgreSQI'D4tsbase

Every Supabase project comes with a full PostgreSQL database with all the features
you'd expect from a production database: ACID transactions, complex queries, foreign
keys, views, functions, and triggers.

Key Features:

- Full Postgres database with unlimited tables
- Auto-generated REST and GraphQL APIs
- Database webhooks for event-driven architectures

- Built-in vector database for AI/ML applications



- Postgres extensions (PostGIS, pg_cron, and 50+ more)

Example: Simple CRUD Operations

import { createClient } from '@supabase/supabase-js'
const supabase = createClient (SUPABASE_URL, SUPABASE_KEY)

// Create
const { data, error } = await supabase
.from('posts"')
.insert({ title: 'Hello World', content: 'My first post' })

// Read with filters

const { data: posts } = await supabase
.from('posts"')
.select('x")
.eq('status', 'published')
.order('created_at', { ascending: false })

// Update

await supabase
.from('posts"')
.update({ status: ‘'archived' })
.eq('id"', postId)

// Delete

await supabase
.from('posts"')
.delete()
.eq('id"', postId)

Getting Started: Your First Supabase App

Let's build a real-time task management app in under 30 minutes. You'll learn how to
set up Supabase, create a database schema, implement authentication, and add real-

time updates.
Step 1: Create a Supabase Project

1. Go to supabase.com and sign up for a free account
2. Click "New Project" and choose your organization
3. Enter project details (name, database password, region)

4. Wait 2 minutes for your database to be provisioned



5. Copy your project URL and anon key from Settings - API

Step 2: Install the Supabase Client

npm install @supabase/supabase-js

# Or with Next.js (recommended)
npm install @supabase/ssr @supabase/supabase-js

Step 3: Initialize Supabase Client

// lib/supabase.ts
import { createClient } from '@supabase/supabase-js'

const supabaseUrl = process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_URL!
const supabaseKey = process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_ANON_KEY!

export const supabase = createClient(supabaseUrl, supabaseKey)

// For Next.js with SSR (recommended)
import { createBrowserClient } from '@supabase/ssr'

export function createSupabaseClient() {
return createBrowserClient(
process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_URL!,
process.env.NEXT_PUBLIC_SUPABASE_ANON_KEY'!
)
b

Step 4: Create Database Schema

Run this SQL in the Supabase SQL Editor (Database - SQL Editor):



—— Create tasks table
CREATE TABLE tasks (
id UUID DEFAULT gen_random_uuid() PRIMARY KEY,
user_id UUID REFERENCES auth.users(id) ON DELETE CASCADE,
title TEXT NOT NULL,
completed BOOLEAN DEFAULT FALSE,
created_at TIMESTAMP WITH TIME ZONE DEFAULT NOW()
DE

—— Enable Row Level Security
ALTER TABLE tasks ENABLE ROW LEVEL SECURITY;

—— Policy: Users can only see their own tasks
CREATE POLICY "Users can view own tasks"

ON tasks FOR SELECT

USING (auth.uid() = user_id);

—— Policy: Users can insert their own tasks
CREATE POLICY "Users can insert own tasks"
ON tasks FOR INSERT
WITH CHECK (auth.uid() = user_id);

—— Policy: Users can update their own tasks
CREATE POLICY "Users can update own tasks"
ON tasks FOR UPDATE
USING (auth.uid() = user_id);

—— Policy: Users can delete their own tasks
CREATE POLICY "Users can delete own tasks"
ON tasks FOR DELETE
USING (auth.uid() = user_id);

—— Enable real-time
ALTER PUBLICATION supabase_realtime ADD TABLE tasks;



Step 5: Build the Task Manager Component

'use client'

import { useState, useEffect } from 'react'
import { createSupabaseClient } from '@/lib/supabase’

export default function TaskManager() {
const [tasks, setTasks] = useState([])
const [newTask, setNewTask] = useState('')
const supabase = createSupabaseClient()

useEffect(() => {
// Fetch initial tasks
fetchTasks()

// Subscribe to real-time changes
const channel = supabase
.channel('tasks—changes"')
.on(
'postgres_changes',
{ event: 'x', schema: 'public', table: 'tasks' },
() => fetchTasks()
)
.subscribe()

return () => {
supabase. removeChannel(channel)

o0

async function fetchTasks() {
const { data } = await supabase
.from('tasks"')
.select('x")
.order('created_at', { ascending: false })
setTasks(data || [])
}

async function addTask() {
if (!'newTask.trim()) return
await supabase
.from('tasks"')
.insert({ title: newTask, user_id: (await supabase.auth.getUser()).data.us
setNewTask('")
}

async function toggleTask(id, completed) {
await supabase
.from('tasks"')
.update({ completed: !completed })
.eq('id", id)
¥

async function deleteTask(id) {
await supabase.from('tasks').delete().eq('id"', id)

}



return (
<div className="max-w-2x1 mx-auto p-6 space-y-4">
<div className="flex gap-2">
<input
type="text"
value={newTask}
onChange={(e) => setNewTask(e.target.value)}
onKeyDown={(e) => e.key === 'Enter' && addTask()}
placeholder="Add a new task..."
className="flex-1 px-4 py-2 border rounded"
/>
<button onClick={addTask} className="px-6 py-2 bg-blue-500 text-white ro
Add
</button>
</div>

<div className="space-y-2">
{tasks.map((task) => (
<div key={task.id} className="flex items-center gap-3 p-3 border round
<input
type="checkbox"
checked={task.completed}
onChange={() => toggleTask(task.id, task.completed)}

/>

<span className={task.completed ? 'line-through' : ''}>{task.title}<
<button onClick={() => deleteTask(task.id)} className="ml-auto text-

Delete
</button>
</div>
))}
</div>

</div>
)
)

@ Congratulations!

You've just built a real-time task manager with authentication, database CRUD
operations, and live updates—all in under 100 lines of code. That's the power of
Supabase.

Real-World Use Cases

Supabase excels in scenarios where you need to move fast without sacrificing quality.
Here are some real-world applications that leverage Supabase's full potential:



SaaS Applications

Multi-tenant SaaS platforms with user authentication, subscription management, and
real-time collaboration features. Row Level Security ensures data isolation between

tenants.

Example: Project management tools, CRM systems, team collaboration apps

Social Media Platforms

Build social features like user profiles, posts, comments, likes, and real-time notifications.
Storage handles media uploads while real-time keeps feeds updated instantly.

Example: Community forums, content platforms, messaging apps

E-commerce Stores

Complete online stores with product catalogs, shopping carts, order management, and
payment processing. Edge Functions handle checkout and inventory updates.

Example: Online marketplaces, digital product stores, booking platforms

Real-time Dashboards

Analytics dashboards, admin panels, and monitoring systems that update in real-time as
data changes. Perfect for loT applications and live data visualization.

Example: Analytics platforms, loT monitoring, live sports scores



Mobile Applications

iOS and Android apps with offline-first architecture. Supabase client libraries for React
Native, Flutter, and Swift enable native mobile experiences with seamless sync.

Example: Food delivery apps, fitness trackers, note-taking apps

Al-Powered Applications

Store embeddings in Postgres vector extension, build RAG systems, and integrate with
OpenAl. Edge Functions handle Al inference at the edge with low latency.

Example: Chatbots, semantic search, recommendation engines

Best Practices for Rapid Development

(
1. Always Enable Row Level Security (RLS)
RLS is your first line of defense. Enable it on all tables and write policies that match your
application's authorization logic. This ensures security at the database level,
independent of your application code.

\

(

2. Use TypeScript Type Generation

Generate TypeScript types from your database schema for full type safety. Run
supabase gen types typescript ——project-id YOUR_PROJECT_ID and never worry
about type mismatches again.




¢
3. Leverage Database Functions
Move complex business logic to Postgres functions. They're faster, more secure, and can
be called directly from your client code via RPC. Perfect for data aggregations and
complex queries.

\

(
4. Use Indexes for Performance
Add indexes on columns you frequently filter or sort by. Supabase provides a query
performance tab to identify slow queries and suggest index improvements.

\

(
5. Implement Optimistic Updates
Update your Ul immediately before the database write completes. This creates a snappy
user experience while Supabase handles the actual mutation in the background.

\

(
6. Use Connection Pooling
For serverless environments, use Supabase's connection pooler (port 6543) to avoid
exhausting database connections. Essential for high-traffic applications.

\

Time Saved: Supabase vs Traditional Stack

Let's compare the time required to build the same task manager app using a
traditional approach versus Supabase:



Traditional Approach

Set up Node.js/Express server
Configure PostgreSQL database
Build REST API endpoints
Implement authentication (JWT)
Add WebSocket for real-time

Set up file storage (S3)

Deploy and configure infrastructure

Total Time:

Supabase Approach

Create Supabase project

Design database schema (SQL)
APIs (auto-generated)
Authentication (built-in)
Real-time (subscribe to changes)
Storage (built-in)

Deploy (automatic)

Total Time:

95% Time Savings

4 hours
2 hours
6 hours
8 hours
6 hours
4 hours

4 hours

34 hours

5 min
30 min
0 min
15 min
10 min
10 min

0 min

~1.5 hours

+



That's over 32 hours saved on a simple app

Start Building Today

Supabase fundamentally changes how we build applications. By providing a complete
backend infrastructure out of the box, it eliminates weeks of setup and maintenance
work, letting you focus on building features that matter to your users.

Whether you're a solo developer shipping an MVP, a startup racing to market, or an
enterprise team looking to increase velocity, Supabase provides the tools to move
faster without compromising on quality, security, or scalability.

Ready to 10x Your Development Speed?

- Create a free Supabase account (no credit card required)
- Explore the comprehensive documentation
- Check out example applications and starter templates

- Read the Supabase blog for tips and best practices

The future of web development is here. It's fast, it's open source, and it's ready for you
to build with. Start your Supabase journey today and experience the joy of rapid
development.


https://supabase.com/
https://supabase.com/docs
https://github.com/supabase/supabase/tree/master/examples
https://supabase.com/blog
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How to Leverage vO to Build
Your Professional Portfolio

Discover how vO's Al-powered development platform can help you
create a stunning portfolio website in minutes, not hours. Learn the best
practices and tips | used to build this very site.

As a Lead Full Stack Engineer with over 18 years of experience, I've built countless
websites and applications. But when it came time to create my own portfolio, | decided
to try something different: vO, Vercel's Al-powered development platform. The results
exceeded my expectations.

Why Choose vO for Your Portfolio?

Traditional portfolio development can be time-consuming. You spend hours on design
decisions, component architecture, and responsive layouts. vO changes this paradigm
by leveraging Al to generate production-ready code based on your natural language
descriptions.

Key Advantages:

®* Speed:Generate complete pages in minutes

Quality:Modern React components with TypeScript
® Responsive:Mobile-first design out of the box

® Customizable:Full control over the generated code

Getting Started: The Process

Building this portfolio took me less than 2 hours from concept to deployment. Here's
how | approached it:



1. Content Preparation

Before jumping into vO, | organized my resume content and identified the key sections
| wanted:

® Hero section with professional summary

Detailed experience timeline

Project showcase with categorization
® Blog section for thought leadership

® Support page for professional inquiries

2. Design Direction

| requested a "professional modern portfolio" with specific requirements:

Dark theme for a sophisticated look

Gradient patterns on the hero banner

Clean typography with proper hierarchy

® Minimal color palette focused on blues and teals

Best Practices | Learned

Be Specific with Your Prompts

The more detailed your description, the better the results. Instead of "make a
portfolio," | provided:

"Create a professional modern portfolio website for a lead engineer
with decades of software development, architecting, leading teams
experience. Building generative AI products experience. Use gradient
patterns on hero banner if applicable."

Iterate and Refine

vO makes it easy to iterate. | started with the basic structure and then refined
individual sections:



® Enhanced the experience page with detailed project descriptions
® Added interactive elements and hover states

® Refined the color scheme and typography

Technical Implementation

The generated code uses modern best practices:

® Next.js 14with App Router
* TypeScriptfor type safety
® Tailwind CSSfor styling
* shadcnfuicomponents

* Responsive designwith mobile-first approach

Deployment and Beyond

One of v0's biggest advantages is the seamless integration with Vercel's deployment
platform. With a single click, your portfolio is live on a global CDN with automatic
HTTPS and performance optimization.

Performance Considerations

The generated code is optimized for performance:

¢ Automatic code splitting

Optimized images and fonts

Minimal JavaScript bundle

SEO-friendly structure

Conclusion

v0O has fundamentally changed how | approach rapid prototyping and even production
applications. For portfolio websites, it's particularly powerful because it handles the
tedious setup and styling work, allowing you to focus on content and customization.



The combination of Al-generated code, modern frameworks, and seamless
deployment makes vO an excellent choice for developers who want to showcase their
work without spending weeks on portfolio development.

Whether you're a seasoned engineer like myself or just starting your career, vO can
help you create a professional online presence that truly represents your skills and
experience.



